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“The Rudolf Bednar Park will be far from 

 finished (...) when it opens. This moment is 

only the beginning: The park is just coming to 

life! The trees, hedges and shrubs are still 

small. They are now beginning to grow, and in 

time they will take their place in the neigh-

bourhood with more and more self-confidence 

and independence”. This is what landscape 

 architects Guido Hager, Patrick Altermatt and 

Pascal Posset from Hager Partner AG in Zurich 

wrote about the (then) new Rudolf Bednar 

Park in Vienna in the foreword to their book 

under the same name (Niggli, 2008). 

And yes, the plants have certainly grown 

since the park’s opening – but it’s not these 

plants that have established themselves 

 confidently and independently, but rather the 

park itself as part of the new quarter at the for-

mer Nordbahnhof railway station. What’s 

more, the basic design concept has made Ru-

dolf Bednar Park the green identity of this new 

urban development and the epitome of the 

 urban lifestyle of this quarter. This was not 

merely by chance, but intended by Hager Part-

ner AG. When they won the non-open, single-

phase  design competition for the park in 2005, 

the residential and office buildings surround-

ing it hadn’t been built yet. The approximately 

3.2-hectare park was one of the first completed 

parts of the 75-hectare urban expansion, while 

the flats for the roughly 20,000 new residents 

won’t be finished before 2025. 

However, in order to provide the slowly 

 increasing local population with an identity-

forming open space as early as its opening in 

2008, the landscape architects oriented them-

selves on the nearby Danube River and its 

 former floodplains habitat. The main access and 

zoning of the activities, even the space-creating 

“veil of trees” – everything is connected to the 

When the Rudolf Bednar Park opened in 2008 its roughly 32,000 square  
metres made it the largest park Vienna had built since 1974. It was a prestige 
project for politicians and set a new benchmark for Viennese park design.  
The concept by Hager Partner AG, Zurich, which has not only stood the test 
of time, continues to demonstrate new qualities. A synthesis of functionality 
and foresight by the landscape architects, it is still held in high regard by both 
residents and the city. 
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river. The reed gardens in the water basins and 

the ash trees scattered in the “veil” are both rem-

iniscent of the floodplain.

The distinctive orange steles developed es-

pecially for the park also help create a sense of 

identity. Seemingly distributed throughout the 

park at random, they stand out and are visible 

from afar. On closer inspection, it becomes clear 

that the steles mark activity zones and even 

function as play and sports equipment. They si-

multaneously serve as a characteristic feature 

and an invitation: for small children, near the 

residential buildings, for older people in the 

generational activity zone and for adolescents 

and adults who want to play sports near the 

school in the south. The steles even support the 

roof of the pergola in the centre of the park. The 

lawns on both sides of the pergola and along the 

main access paths are areas for general use. Al-

though these spacious areas still have a very ex-

The orange steles were developed by Zurich-based 
Hager Partner AG especially for the Rudolf Bednar 
Park in Vienna. They mark activity zones and help 
to create identity.

pansive feel to them, even though they are now 

surrounded by residential buildings up to 10 

storeys in height, the neighbourhood gardens 

still provide peaceful places of retreat. Hager 

Partner AG also set new standards in  Vienna 

with regard to their use of perennials and 

shrubs, and the original planting plan is still 

meticulously adhered to today. When individu-

al plants die, they are replaced according to the 

plan, confirms the Wiener Stadtgärten (the city’s 

parks authority). 

It’s a different situation concerning the veil 

of trees, however. New trees will be planted in 

the coming years, according to the head of the 

district, Uschi Lichtenegger. This is not because 

Hager Partner AG’s concept is dysfunctional, but 

because climatic conditions have changed. The 

summers are getting hotter, and more shade is 

needed. It’s not yet clear to what extent these 

 replantings will follow the concept. Lichten egger 

has also arranged for further adaptations: The 

areas for young children have been expanded, 

playground equipment has been replaced and 

the toilet facilities will also be rebuilt. 

The park is so well received by the local pop-

ulation that more and more people are using it, 

and problems are arising. Even though the con-

cept is very good, there still are challenges, and 

additional open spaces in the neighbourhood 

have been recommended for quite some time. In 

2021 another 10 hectares are to be handed over 

to the city, and Rudolf Bednar Park will finally 

get some relief as a result of the so-called Freie 

Mitte project. This all shows just how functional 

and far-reaching the 2005 design was, and how 

popular it really is with the many different types 

of people who use it. This is a project worth writ-

ing a book about, so that it can be looked at in 

more detail. My recommendation is therefore to 

do both: buy the book and visit the park. 


